
Understanding the Basics of 
Roulette: Wheel, Bets, and Layout 
Roulette is one of the most iconic and thrilling casino games 
worldwide, offering a captivating blend of chance, strategy, and 
excitement. Its elegant wheel and intriguing betting layout have made 
it a staple in both physical casinos and online gaming platforms. As an 
essential pillar in the world of betting, roulette attracts players with its 
simple rules yet complex betting options, creating a game that is easy 
to learn but offers depth for seasoned gamblers. 

In this essay, we will explore the fundamental aspects of roulette: the 
roulette wheel, the various types of bets, and the layout of the betting 
table. We will also briefly introduce Hi88, a reputable online 
bookmaker known for offering high-quality online betting experiences 
under stringent legal licenses from the Isle of Man and the Cagayan 
Economic Zone and Freeport. Hi88 operates within the OKVIP 
alliance and is headquartered in London, UK, with a strong team of 
experts committed to providing reliable and enjoyable gaming 
services. 



 

The Roulette Wheel: The Heart of the Game 

The roulette wheel is the centerpiece of the game. It consists of a 
rotating circular wheel divided into numbered pockets, each alternately 
colored red or black, with a green pocket (or pockets) for the zero(s). 
The design and number of pockets vary slightly depending on the 
version of roulette being played. 

Types of Roulette Wheels 

1.​European Roulette Wheel​
 The European roulette wheel features 37 pockets numbered 
from 0 to 36. The numbers 1 to 36 are alternately colored red 
and black, while the 0 is colored green. This version has a lower 
house edge compared to other variants because it contains only 
a single zero, making it popular in many casinos worldwide.​
 

2.​American Roulette Wheel​
 The American roulette wheel has 38 pockets: numbers 1 to 36, 
a single zero (0), and an additional double zero (00). The 



addition of the double zero increases the house edge, making 
the odds less favorable to the player compared to European 
roulette.​
 

3.​French Roulette Wheel​
 Similar to the European wheel with 37 pockets, the French 
version offers some additional rules such as “La Partage” and 
“En Prison,” which slightly reduce the house edge on 
even-money bets.​
 

How the Wheel Works 

The game begins with the dealer spinning the wheel in one direction 
and then releasing a small white ball in the opposite direction. The ball 
bounces around the wheel until it loses momentum and lands in one 
of the numbered pockets. The winning number and color correspond 
to the pocket where the ball rests. 

Understanding the Roulette Layout: The Betting Table 

The roulette layout is the playing field where players place their chips 
to make bets. The layout reflects all the possible bets players can 
make and is designed to correspond with the numbers and colors on 
the wheel. 

The betting table consists of: 

●​ Numbers Grid: A grid containing numbers 1 to 36 arranged in 
12 rows and 3 columns, plus the 0 (and 00 in American roulette) 
positioned at the top.​
 

●​ Outside Bets Area: Sections outside the main numbers grid for 
betting on groups of numbers or specific characteristics, such as 



color or odd/even.​
 

Types of Roulette Bets 

One of the most fascinating aspects of roulette is the variety of bets 
available. Bets can be divided into two major categories: Inside Bets 
and Outside Bets. Each bet type has different odds and payout 
ratios, allowing players to choose their preferred risk level and 
strategy. 

Inside Bets 

Inside bets are placed directly on specific numbers or combinations of 
numbers within the numbers grid. These bets usually offer higher 
payouts but come with lower odds of winning. 

●​ Straight Up: Betting on a single number by placing a chip 
directly on that number. The payout is 35 to 1.​
 

●​ Split Bet: Betting on two adjacent numbers by placing a chip on 
the line between them. Payout is 17 to 1.​
 

●​ Street Bet: Betting on three numbers in a horizontal row by 
placing a chip on the outer edge of the row. Payout is 11 to 1.​
 

●​ Corner Bet: Betting on four numbers that form a square by 
placing a chip on the intersection of the four numbers. Payout is 
8 to 1.​
 

●​ Six Line Bet: Betting on two adjacent rows, totaling six numbers, 
by placing a chip on the intersection of the two rows. Payout is 5 
to 1.​
 



Outside Bets 

Outside bets cover larger groups of numbers and generally offer lower 
payouts but better odds of winning. These bets are placed on sections 
surrounding the numbers grid. 

●​ Red or Black: Betting on the color of the winning number. Pays 
1 to 1.​
 

●​ Odd or Even: Betting on whether the winning number is odd or 
even. Pays 1 to 1.​
 

●​ Low or High: Betting on whether the winning number will be in 
the lower half (1-18) or upper half (19-36). Pays 1 to 1.​
 

●​ Dozens: Betting on one of the three groups of twelve numbers: 
1-12, 13-24, or 25-36. Pays 2 to 1.​
 

●​ Columns: Betting on one of the three vertical columns of twelve 
numbers each. Pays 2 to 1.​
 

The Odds and House Edge 

Each type of bet in roulette carries a different probability of winning. 
For example, a straight-up bet has a 1 in 37 chance in European 
roulette (because of the single zero), while outside bets like red or 
black nearly have a 50% chance of success. 

The house edge is the built-in advantage that casinos maintain to 
ensure profitability over time. In European roulette, the house edge is 
approximately 2.7%, thanks to the single zero. American roulette, with 
the addition of the double zero, increases the house edge to about 
5.26%, making it less favorable for players. 



Playing Roulette Online with Hi88 

With technological advances and increasing internet penetration, 
online roulette has become a favorite for many bettors worldwide. 
Online bookmakers like Hi88.tours provide an exceptional platform for 
players to enjoy roulette from the comfort of their homes while 
enjoying all the thrill of a real casino. 

Hi88 is a trustworthy online betting company operating under legal 
licenses issued by the Isle of Man and the Cagayan Economic Zone 
and Freeport. This solid legal foundation ensures that players enjoy a 
safe, secure, and fair gaming environment. Hi88 is also part of the 
OKVIP alliance, which connects it to a network of experts and 
resources that contribute to high-quality products and services. Based 
in London, Hi88 brings an international standard of online betting, 
making it a reliable choice for roulette enthusiasts. 

Players on Hi88 benefit from: 

●​ A well-designed, user-friendly interface that replicates the feel of 
a real casino table.​
 

●​ Multiple roulette variants, including European, American, and 
French versions.​
 

●​ Secure payment methods and transparent gameplay ensured by 
strict regulatory oversight.​
 

●​ Expert customer support and tailored promotions that enhance 
the overall betting experience.​
 

Conclusion 

https://hi88.tours/


Roulette is a classic casino game that combines luck, strategy, and 
anticipation in an unforgettable experience. Understanding the basics 
of the roulette wheel, the betting layout, and the types of bets 
available is essential for anyone looking to engage with the game 
seriously. Whether you prefer placing cautious outside bets or riskier 
inside bets, roulette offers a variety of ways to enjoy the game. 

Online betting companies like Hi88 provide a safe, legal, and 
enjoyable platform to experience roulette anytime, anywhere. With its 
licenses from respected authorities and its membership in the OKVIP 
alliance, Hi88 ensures high-quality service backed by expertise and 
integrity. For anyone interested in exploring the excitement of roulette, 
Hi88 stands out as a trustworthy gateway to the world of online casino 
gaming. 

By mastering the fundamentals and choosing a reputable platform like 
Hi88, players can fully appreciate the captivating allure of roulette 
while playing responsibly and confidently. 
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